
into 

gear. A 

Hoot is 

coming 

up on 

Feb. 26. 

Wheat 

letters 

are needed for TEC 178.  

     Applications are 

available for candidates 

and 2012-2013 team 

members.  

     God has blessed us all 

and it’s up to us to take 

advantage of the New 

Year and to give him 

glory and praise.  

     Keep Your Light 

Shining! 

     Dear TECites and 

family: 

     We are starting a new 

year. A new TEC season 

and a chance to make 

some New Year’s  

Resolutions.  

     We will also have the  

opportunity to keep 

those resolutions.  

     We can make it a 

good year by: MAKING 

UP. Make up with  

someone who we are not 

speaking to, or someone 

we are fighting with.  

     Be the first to say, 

“I’m sorry.” And then let 

God’s grace take over. 

     MAKING READY.  

     Maybe we are too 

young to think about 

eternity. But it is always 

the right time to look 

ahead and pray.  

     Be kinder to others, 

especially your parents. 

     MAKING BETTER. 

     Need to better your 

grades? Need to read 

more? Need to exercise 

more? Need to spend 

less time on your iPad? 

Need to attend more 

TEC functions? Need to 

sign up a candidate? 

Need to do more Wheat? 

     MAKING IT  

HAPPEN. 

     Now is the time. Get 

Keep ‘Making It’ For God, TEC 

     Each January, on the 

anniversary of Roe v. 

Wade, Americans rally 

in Washington, DC and 

express their freedoms of 

speech and petition.  

     Roe v. Wade was a 

Supreme Court decision 

decided in 1973 making 

abortion legal in the 

United States. 

     This year, a few 

members of the  

Peterstown TEC  

Community participated 

in supporting the Right 

to Life March from  

Capitol Hill to the  

Supreme Court in  

Washington, DC. 

     Janean Wujek and 

Linnea Leonard travelled 

with the Marquette Uni-

versity Students for Life, 

while Lesly Grant went 

with a group from the 

University of Illinois 

Newman Center and 

Andy Wujek with a 

group from the Archdio-

cese of Chicago. 

     This year, Pro-life 

March activities were 

held January 20-24. 

     According to  

LifeNews, an estimated 

500 thousand people  

 

                 Turn to page 7 

TECites March for Life in D.C. 
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The Shining Son 
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By: Deacon Vince Slomian 
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Pass It On . . . A Note From Brenda 

     A “double dose of 

wheat” in the form of 

prayer is needed in 

February for those  

preparing for TEC 

weekends at the TEC 

Center. 

     Every so often we 

have an overlap in 

team meetings, where 

the last team meeting 

for one TEC weekend 

is the same evening as 

the first team meeting 

for the next TEC  

weekend.  That will be 

the case on Monday, 

Feb. 20.   

     Feb. 20 will be the 

potluck meeting for the 

boys’ team of TEC 

178, taking place on 

Feb 25-27.  

     It will also be the 

initial meeting for the 

girls’ team for TEC 

179, taking place on Mar 

24-26.   

     Each team deserves a 

generous portion of 

prayerful wheat! 

     Both meetings, which 

are usually on a Wednes-

day, are being held on 

Monday of that particu-

lar week due to Ash 

Wednesday.   

     The last two  TEC 

weekends of this  

season will take place 

during the season of Lent 

as well, with Easter fall-

ing on April 8 this year.   

     Lent is a time for  

sacrifice.   

     Wheat is a form of 

prayerful sacrifice.  

What a special time to 

really concentrate on the 

Paschal Mystery!!! 

     Please consider  

passing on your 

WHEAT in a variety of 

ways, most importantly 

through prayer. 

     Write some wheat 

letters for both of the 

above team meetings, as 

well as a “double dose” 

of individual, personal 

wheat letters to be read 

silently after the  

Saturday Paschal  

Mystery meditations  

during each weekend. 

     Write wheat letters 

for Die Day, Rise Day, 

and Go Fourth Day to be 

read to the team and  

candidates as a whole. 

   Packet wheat letters to 

go home on Monday are 

also needed.   

     “The love in your 

heart wasn’t put there to 

stay; Love isn’t Love ‘til 

you give it away!” 

 

Pass It On!! 

T H E  S H I N I N G  S O N  

By: Brenda Barnickel, Lay Director 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

WITH JESUS 

 

Jesus does not send 

perfume  

To linger in the air  

Instead He sends  

salvation, sweet  

To show how much He 

cares. 

He doesn’t bring me 

candy hearts  

In boxes of delight  

Instead He always lets 

me know  

I’m precious in His 

sight. 

He doesn’t pass out 

pretty cards  

Trimmed in shades of 

red  

Instead He gave His 

life for me  

His precious blood was 

shed. 

He doesn’t hand out 

fancy gifts  

Like we would send to 

mother  

Instead He sends a 

message clear  

To always love each 

other. 

He doesn’t give me 

teddy bears  

That whimper, “Please 

be mine”  

Instead He gave His 

heart to me  

I wear it all the time. 

He doesn’t give me 

roses, pink  

For all the world to 

see  

Instead He gave  

eternal life  

That’s good enough 

for me. 



Many Thanks 
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     The Peterstown 

TEC Community 

strikes again! This 

time they reach out 

across the world to 

help others they have 

only come to know 

through Sister Anne  

Germaine Picard, 

SMP.  

     Spending three months 

in Cameroon, Africa, last 

year, Sister Anne  

Germaine provided help 

through the ministry of her 

extended Religious  

Community, who serve 

some of the poorest of the 

poor.  

     On Jan. 22, Sister Anne 

Germaine gave a  

presentation at the TEC 

Center on her  

experiences in Africa.   

     Through donations and 

a raffle held by the TEC 

Community, $200 was 

raised towards a water 

well project that the Sisters 

of Mary of the  

Presentation are  

sponsoring. 

     Sister Anne  

Germaine expresses her 

“deep gratitude for our  

efforts towards our  

ministries in Cameroon, 

Africa.” 

     Anyone unable to  

attend the presentation 

may still make a donation 

by contacting Sister Anne 

Germaine by phone at 815

-915-8035, by email at sis-

terannegermaine@gmail.c

om, or by mail at 620 East 

Thompson St., Princeton, 

IL 61356. 

Meeting TEC 179 

+ Feb. 22: Ash 

Wednesday 

+ Feb. 25-27: TEC 178 

(Boys) 

+ Feb. 26: Hoot Mass 

5:30p.m. 

+ Feb. 27: TEC Center 

Clean-up 4:30p.m. 

+ March 4: Follow-up 

5:30p.m. 

+  March 13: Spiritual 

Core Team Meeting 

6:30p.m. 

+   March 14: TEC 

Council Meeting 6p.m. 

+  March 24-26: TEC 

179 (Girls) 

+ April 1: Follow-up 

5:30p.m. 

 

Pray! Pray! Pray! 

     Please make sure to 

mark your calendar so 

that you don’t miss out 

on all the fun we have 

at the TEC Hilton, 

spreading the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  

   The following are the 

important dates:   

+ Feb. 20: First Team 

Clip and Save 

Important TEC Dates 

Keep Us Updated 

     Did you know that the TEC Program is 

charged a fee for non-deliverable newsletters 

or for the forwarding of some newsletters to 

new addresses?  

     Therefore, it is very important to have cor-

rect addresses on file to keep costs reduced.  

     If you plan to move or have had a change 

of address, please send it to  

newsletter@peterstowntec.com.  

     To reduce printing and mailing costs, the 

Peterstown TEC Community is sending the 

majority of our publications electronically.  

     Other TEC notifications are also sent out 

through Email.  

     Therefore, it is very important that we have 

updated email addresses. Please send your up-

dated Email addresses to Brenda Barnickel at 

laydirector@peterstowntec.com or to Kim 

Souba, Newsletter and Website Chairman at 

newslet-ter@peterstowntec.com.  

     Saving money on newsletters will allow 

the TEC Community to use the funds for the 

“Good of the Program.”  

mailto:sisterannegermaine@gmail.com
mailto:sisterannegermaine@gmail.com
mailto:sisterannegermaine@gmail.com


P A G E  4  

T H E  S H I N I N G  S O N  

Peterstown Wish List 
     Peterstown TEC  

Newsletter will include 

a wish list of items 

needed for the greater 

community. 

     Some items need to 

be specific and are  

required to be  

purchased by a certain 

date to prepare  

properly for a TEC 

weekend.   

     Those types of 

items have 

been marked 

accordingly 

with an  

asterisk.   

     If you 

would still 

like to give 

a monetary 

donation, but designate 

it for something on the 

list, please  

communicate that as 

well. 

     If you have any  

questions about  

something on the  

general list or  

suggestions about 

something not listed, 

please contact Brenda  

at laydirec-

tor@peterstowntec.co

m.  

     I can also be 

reached by phone at 

815-973-6606 or  

815-538-2091.   

     Please contact Rose 

Rose, our Kitchen 

Chairman, in regards to 

food donations for a 

TEC weekend, at 

kitch-

en@peterstowntec.com 

or by phone at  

815-638-2165.   

     Thanks for your 

Wheat and “Passing It 

On” in this way.   
 White Letter and  

Business size  

envelopes 

 10x13 Manilla  

envelopes with clasps 

 Colored copy machine 

paper for applications 

etc.(*Contact Brenda 

for colors needed) 

 Colored paper for 

wheat letters (5x7 

size) 

 White and colored 

posterboard (*contact 

Brenda for colors and 

sizes needed) 

 Hand sanitizer 

 Soft Soap refills 

(orange antibacterial 

and clear) 

 Canned Soda (Pepsi, 

Diet Pepsi, Coke, Diet 

Coke, Sprite, Sprite 

Zero,  

Mountain Dew and 

Diet Mountain Dew) 

(*contact Brenda for 

what is low in supply) 

 Bottled water 

 Donations designated 

for TEC Crosses/

Bibles 

     Please contact Rose 

Rose for specific  

quantity, type, and  

deadline dates for the 

following:  
 2 % and Skim Milk 

 Lemonade Mix 

 Coffee  

 Sugar/Creamer 

 Fruit  

 Cereal  

 Cheese  

 Butter/Syrup 

 Potatoes  

 Frozen  

Vegetables 

 Fresh Vegeta-

bles (carrots, celery, 

cauliflower, broccoli) 

 Lettuce  

 Salad Dressing  

 Condiments 

 Meat  

 Lasagna Noodles 

 Ziplock Bags, alumi-

num foil, saran wrap, 

paper towels 

 100% cotton hand 

towels and large  

 100% white 36” 

square cotton drying 

towels (feed sack)  

mailto:laydirector@peterstowntec.com
mailto:laydirector@peterstowntec.com
mailto:laydirector@peterstowntec.com
mailto:kitchen@peterstowntec.com
mailto:kitchen@peterstowntec.com
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     Lent is a season of 

being invited by God in 

a deeply personal way.  

     “Come back to me, 

with all of your heart,” 

our Lord beckons.  

     “We will,” we  

respond, but we aren’t 

quite ready yet, our 

hearts are not prepared.  

     We want to squirm, 

evade, avoid. Our souls 

not yet perfect. We are 

not ready for God to love 

us. 

     Yes, of course we 

want to have a deeper 

relationship with God, 

we tell ourselves  

earnestly. And we will  

. . . soon. God calls to us 

again: Come back to me, 

with all of your heart. 

     It is an extraordinary  

invitation to each one of 

us.  
     God invites us to drop 

the defenses that we hold 

up between ourselves and 

God. All God wants is for 

us is to realize that our 

standards, our way of  

judging and loving are so 

very different from God’s 

way. 

     God offers an entire 

Lent season, an entire  

lifetime, of loving us  

unconditionally, no  

matter what we have 

done or how much we 

think we have hidden 

from Him. 

     From the first day of 

Lent, the Ash  

Lent 2012: God’s Invitation 
Wednesday readings 

make God’s call to us 

clear: “Return to me 

with your whole heart.”  

     “A clean heart create 

for me, O God,” Psalm 

51 offers. “Give me back 

the joy of your  

salvation.” That is  

exactly what our loving 

God wants to give us, 

the joy of salvation.  
     In North America, Lent 

falls in winter and these 

days are cold and dark, 

perfect for hiding ourselves 

indoors,  

perfect for hiding from 

God, or so we imagine.  

But our God is insistent, 

loving, gently prodding.  

     God is the parent of 

the Prodigal Child,  

waiting faithfully,  

eagerly on the road for 

our return, night after 

night.  

     Yet we spend so 

much time trying to 

think of how to return 

and what to say, how to 

begin the conversation.  

     It’s only when we 

finally appear after so 

much time away,  

embarrassed and  

confused, that we  

understand we don’t 

have to say anything. We 

only have to show up.  

     Look up there on the 

road ahead of us: our 

loving God is jumping 

up and down for joy.  

     The invitation to us 

has been 

heard. We 

have  

returned 

home!  

     But, wait. 

What stops us 

from this 

great  

reunion?   

     What 

keeps us from  

accepting this 

invitation to 

something 

deeper in our 

lives with 

God?  

     It doesn’t matter. 

None of it matters. Only 

the joy that we have 

turned to God and that 

like a loving father or 

mother, God is smother-

ing us with embraces 

and joyful cries.  

     Come back to me, 

with all of your heart. 
     Our acceptance of this 

call, this appeal to our 

hearts is simple if we can 

only get beyond the fear. 

All we have to do is say to 

our Lord, “I’m here. Where 

do I start? Yes, I want to be 

with you.” 

     Our hearts have been 

opened and we have tak-

en the first step toward 

the rejoicing parent on 

the road.  

     No explanations are 

necessary, only to pause 

and picture in our hearts 

the joyfully loving and 

unblinking gaze of 

God that falls on us.  

     What’s the next step 

on our journey home? 

We could take the  

earliest moments of 

our day, before we 

have gotten out of bed, 

to thank God for such a 

loving invitation and 

ask for help in opening 

our hearts to it.  

     We could remember 

throughout the day the 

invitation that has 

moved our hearts: 

Come back to me, with 

all of your heart. And 

we can rejoice along 

with God. 

     That is the  

invitation of each day 

of Lent. Today is the 

day to accept it.  
     Reprinted with  

permission Creighton  

University Online  

Ministries.  
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Happy Valentine’s Day 
     A quick quiz: St. 

Valentine was: 
     A) a priest in the  

Roman Empire who 

helped persecuted  

Christians during the 

reign of Claudius II, was 

thrown in jail and later 

beheaded on Feb. 14; 

     B) a Catholic bishop 

of Terni who was  

beheaded, also during the 

reign of Claudius II   

     C) someone who  

secretly married couples 

when marriage was  

forbidden, or suffered in 

Africa, or wrote letters to 

his jailer's daughter, and 

was probably beheaded 

     D) all, some, or  

possibly none of the 

above 

     If you guessed D), 

give yourself a box of 

chocolates.  

     Although the mid-

February holiday,  

celebrating love and 

lovers, remains wildly 

popular. 

     Some parishes, 

however, observe the 

feast of St. Valentine. 

     The roots of St. 

Valentine’s Day lie in 

the ancient Roman  

festival of Lupercalia, 

which was celebrated 

on Feb. 15.  

     For 800 years the 

Romans had dedicated 

this day to the god  

Lupercus.  

     On Lupercalia, a 

young man would draw 

the name of a young 

woman in a lottery and 

would then keep the 

woman as a sexual 

companion for the 

year.  

     Pope Gelasius I 

was, understandably, 

less than thrilled with 

this custom.  

     He changed the  

lottery to have both 

young men and women 

draw the names of 

saints whom they 

would then emulate for 

the year. 

     Instead of Lupercus, 

the patron of the feast 

became Valentine.  

     It became a  

tradition to give out  

handwritten messages 

of admiration that  

included Valentine’s 

name.  

      Thus, the day was 

dedicated to love, and 

people observed it by 

writing love letters and 

sending small gifts to 

their beloved.  

     Legend has it that 

Charles, Duke of  

Orleans, sent the first 

real Valentine card to 

his wife in 1415, when 

he was imprisoned in 

the Tower of London.  

     History reprinted 

with permission from  

AmericanCatholic.org. 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/fun_facts_arch.php
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From page 1 

 

attended  the 2012 

March for  Life once 

again “breaking the  

record for the largest  

human rights  

demonstration of its 

kind.”  
     This year the majority 

of marchers were under the 

age of 25 who shared their 

pro-life convictions and 

joined together for the 

common cause of stopping 

abortion. 

     The March for Life is 

the largest annual rally at 

the United States Capitol 

and has been held in 

rain, snow, and sun  

continuously for 34 

years. 
     “The march up  

Capitol Hill to the  

Supreme Court was proof 

that despite rotten weather, 

the hundreds of thousands 

that marched represent the 

increasing amount of those 

working towards  

eliminating abortion,”  

Janean said of her second 

time marching. Janean also 

attended the march in 

2010. 

     While 

many 

teens and 

young 

adults 

attended 

a Youth 

Confer-

ence, 

Andy  

Pro-Life March is Spiritually Moving 

explained that others 

“had an opportunity to 

question in open forum, 

Cardinal George, an  

exemplary Catholic  

leader,” who  

answered all types of 

questions regarding that 

Catholic faith and recent 

bills passed by President 

Obama and his   

administration. 

     “Our nation’s  

founders called for life,  

liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness,” says March 

for Life president, 

McEntee.  

     “We are called to  

uphold these inalienable 

rights for all, especially 

those in our society who 

are most vulnerable.” 

     Linnea says that the 

weekend spent showing 

her support in defending 

life was “one of the most 

powerful weekends of 

my life.” 

     She continued saying, 

“I have encountered a lot 

of different opinions  

regarding life, and the 

opportunity to be around 

thousands who all shared 

the same outlook as me 

was absolutely  

amazing.” 

     “Attending Mass in 

the Basilica of the  

Immaculate Conception 

was a great spiritual  

celebration and time for 

prayer,” shared Andy.  
     Equally moving for 

Andy was experiencing 

Mass at the Verizon Center 

where he witnessed “young 

people on fire for LIFE. 

Our Catholic Church has 

much to be thankful for, 

including our  

archbishops, bishops, 

priests, seminarians, and 

religious leaders.”  
     He added with great  

enthusiasm, “What’a 

Church!” 

     In addition, through 

her involvement in the 

March, Janean hoped to 

“gain some insight and 

facts from experts” but 

she gained “even more” 

than she bargained for.  

     “I really appreciated 

the honesty of the  

speakers and how they 

addressed the opposing 

views, providing the  

audience with ways to 

defend life in  

conversations and  

debates,” she added. 
     “I have always been 

passionate about the  

pro-life movement, and 

have always had a desire to 

further my knowledge 

about the issues  

surrounding all sides,”  

Janean said, noting that it 

is more important now 

than ever in her life since 

she will graduate in May 

with her nursing degree 

from Marquette  

University.  

     But, now Janean 

has “a new found  

desire to reach out to 

those in need of help,” 

remarking that “even 

when abortion ends, 

there will still be crisis 

pregnancies and  

women who will need 

support and advice. 

     “Pregnancy  

outreach clinics will be 

more important than 

ever.” 

     “It 

was an 

excellent 

pilgrim-

age for 

time to 

think 

and visit 

about the 

most 

tragic topic facing our  

country, our Church, 

and every person’s 

moral values,” Andy 

said.  
     He encourages  

people to “tune into our 

Catholic leaders and 

follow their  

teachings, traditions, 

and advice.”  

     More importantly, 

though, people need to 

“pray . . . pray . . . 

pray!,” he said. 



     Please pray for the 

Teams of TEC 178 and 

TEC 179. 

     Team members for 

TEC 178 includes:  

Leader Don McLachlan; 

Assistant Leaders Herb 

Buchanan and Zach 

Vankeulen; Deacon 

Vince Slomian, Father 

Chris Haake, Jyll Pozzi, 

Jim Hoscheid, Steve 

Harmon, Derek Green, 

Michael and Brenda 

Vaessen, Jim Carboni, 

Rey Arteaga, Nate  

Bradford, Don Liesse, 

Joel Inciong, Anthony 

Schneider, Cody Zinke, 

Bryce Erbes, and Rhodes 

Garland.  

     Team members for 

TEC 179 includes:  

Leader Kim Goodbred; 

Assistant Leaders  

Brittany Petitt and Abbi 

Bosnich; Deacon Vince 

Slomian, Father Gary 

Blake,  Kathy Hoscheid, 

Dennis Gillan, Aaron 

Eddy, Rich and Chris 

Goodbred, Beth Super, 

Julie Krzyzek, Kailyn 

Miller, Lynn Perez, Peri 

McConville, Anna  

Weberski, Layne Becker, 

Keep the Prayers Coming 
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Becky Storck, Bianca  

Bugarin, Haley Sondgeroth, 

and Reagan Maly. 

     Also, please keep all  

TECites and their families 

who are suffering from  

illness, loss of jobs, and oth-

er stressors of life.  

     May God grace them 

with His healing touch and 

give their caregivers 

strength and faith.   

     All prayer requests may 

also be submitted on the  

Peterstown TEC Website: 

http://

www.peterstowntec.com.  


