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“Spread love everywhere you go. Let no one ever come to 
you without leaving happier.” — St. Teresa of Calcutta  

JANUARY 2026 

Thank you to Jason Maus for being our Leader for the last Boy’s 
TEC #233, December 6-8. Jason and his team did a wonderful job 
of welcoming our 8 new candidates. We were very excited to have 
our candidates share this weekend with Jason, his team, and the 
Holy Spirit. We are looking forward to our new candidates com-
ing back in the future and helping out with the TEC program. 
Fr. Dominic Garramone from St. Bede was our Weekend Spiritual 
Advisor. Thank you, Fr. Dominic, for all of your spiritual guid-
ance. 
I also want to thank Kim Santman, the Weekend Team, Assistant 
Spiritual Directors, Wheat Team, and Kitchen Help for all of their 
hard work to make this past TEC weekend a success. 
The upcoming Girl’s TEC #234 weekend is February 28th-March 
2nd. Please pray for our Leader, Brianna Legner, and her team. 
Their first team meeting was January 27th. Please pray for and 
help get candidates for this girl’s weekend. All of us in the TEC 
program are looking forward to sharing Jesus with the candidates. 
I encourage you to come to Peterstown for this next Girl’s TEC 
and support this program anyway that you can: help out in the 
kitchen, bake some cookies, attend the Hoot Mass Sunday, March 
2nd at 5:30 pm, and the Hoot following Mass at 7:00 pm in the 
gymnasium. 
February 18th is Ash Wednesday. This invites all of us to authen-
tic conversion through fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, marking 
the start of Lent's journey to Easter.   
 
God Bless, 
Deacon Dan O’Connor 
 
A poignant Lenten exhortation from the Prophet Joel 2:12,      
echoed by Pope John Paul II:  
“Return to Me with all Your Heart.” 
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DEACON DAN 
 
Lent is beginning a little earlier this year. The typical thought with Lent is, “what am I 
going to give up this Lent?” but a better approach may be “what can I do differently this 
Lent to grow in my faith?” My parish priest likes to share books with others, and about a 
month ago he gave me three that are written by Matthew Kelly. He hadn’t read them yet, 
and asked me to read them and give a report back to him. I’m not sure how serious he 
was about wanting a report, but I did find one book in particular with some wonderful 
things to consider doing, especially at this season leading up to Easter. 
 
The book is titled “The Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality,” which I’ll list here along 
with some spiritual exercises that are discussed more fully in the book: 
 
1.  Daily prayer.   Pray for 10 minutes each day and talk to God about what is on your 
heart and mind. Visit your church, or find a quiet place set apart. Scripture mentions   
several times where Jesus went alone to a quiet place to pray. 
 
2.  The Bible.   Read one chapter of the Gospels each day. Read it slowly, reflecting on 
the meaning. Imagine yourself in the stories. 
 
3.  The Mass.   Choose a weekday and attend Mass. Prepare in advance, by reading 
through the Mass readings beforehand. In prayer, ask God “show me one way in the 
Mass that I can become a-better-version -of-myself this week. Keep a Mass journal, and 
write down one thing that God whispers into your soul. 
 
4.  Spiritual Reading.   Read 5 pages of a spiritual book each day. If you don’t have any 
books of your own, many churches have some available to borrow or have. 
 
5.  Fasting.   Say no to your body once a day and fast on Friday. One of the prime pur-
poses of fasting is to help us become aware of God’s presence in our lives and in the 
world around us. Start small if you need to. If you can’t even give up coffee for the entire 
day, fast for just two hours. 
 
6.  The Rosary.  Pray the rosary each day. Or begin with one decade each day and let it 
evolve from there. 
 
7.  Confession.   Go to confession once a month. When Jesus began his ministry, he said 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Repent means “to turn back to God.” 
What better way to do that than to go to confession. 
 
I pray you have a fruitful Lent and a joyous Easter. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Kim Santman 
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WELCOME NEW TECITES 

TEC TEAM #230 

The team for TEC #230 is complete, and their first team meeting was on Tuesday,  Janu-
ary 28. The Lay Leader is Will McLachlan, and his two assistants are Rey Arteaga and 
Joe Migliorini. The Spiritual Director is Deacon Dan O’Connor, and the weekend’s Spir-
itual Advisor is Father Ron Margherio from St. Bede. The Assistant Spiritual Directors 
are Jim Hoscheid and Carol McLachlan. Other team members include    Robert Downey, 
Randy Edgcomb, Toni Edgcomb, Grady Gillan, Jason Maus, Juan Ramirez, Aaron 
Schmidt, Jonathan Schmidt, Patrick Sweet, and Rudy Villagomez. Please keep the team 
in your prayers as they prepare their reflections and hold their team meetings this month.  
 

The team for TEC #234 is complete, and their first team meeting was on Tuesday, January 
27. The Lay Leader is Brianna Legner, and her two assistants are Alyssa Brooke and Jonda 
Maus. The Spiritual Director is Deacon Dan O’Connor, and the weekend’s Spiritual Advi-
sor is Father Jeff Windy from St. Mary in Utica and Holy Family in Oglesby. The Assis-
tant Spiritual Directors are Kris Klieber and Brian Sherman. Other team members include 
Alicia Barreras, Holly Brown, Lena Brown, Liz Edgcomb, Regina Garcia, Ainsley     
Leonard, Joselyn Lopez, Kara Miars, Kashia Ortega-Jaramillo, Anastacia Ross, Loren 
Ross, and Crystal Williams. Please keep the team in your prayers as they prepare their   
reflections and hold their team meetings this month.  

Peterstown TEC welcomes 10 new TECites who came for the TEC #233 Boys Weekend 
that took place December 6-8. Welcome to the TEC Community Leo Bruins, Angel     
Correa, Noah Gross, Jesus Ramirez, Axel Ruiz, Roberth Ruiz, Bryce Stuepfert, and Kian 
Zeller. New team members are Anastacia and Loren Ross. We pray that you keep the JOY 
and love of the Lord alive in your heart that you  received on your TEC Encounter with 
Christ and pass the JOY on others 

TEC #234 

WELCOME NEW  TECITES OF TEC #233 
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“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.”  
Isaiah 43:18  
 
During this past Christmas season, I hope everyone was able to slow down and reflect on 
the true meaning of this sacred time. It is a season rooted in the birth of Christ, whose 
love, humility, and sacrifice continue to guide our lives. As we gathered with friends and 
family, we were blessed with moments of togetherness that reflected His teachings—love 
for one another, gratitude, and compassion.  
 
Christmas invites us to cherish these shared moments, to give thanks for our blessings, 
and to carry Christ’s light into our homes and hearts. I pray that this season renewed your 
faith, while strengthening relationships, and reminds us that the greatest gift is the love of 
Christ, shared freely with all. I’m looking forward to another beautiful year with my TEC 
family.  
 
We would like to give a special thanks to:  
 
* STS Peter and Paul Parish.  
* The Peru water store for donating ice and water.  
 * The Saturday morning prep team.  
 * Sullivan’s in Mendota for all your help with dinners  
 * Sunday morning, waffle and egg breakfast—Cain family.  
 * The Knights of Columbus—pork chop dinner.  
 * Our Sunday night kitchen crew from washing dishes to serving the meal, to cleaning       
up.  
 *  Monday morning and afternoon Kitchen crew-setting up, serving and cleaning up.  
 * For all of you that have dropped off desserts and snacks.  
(Robin Santman,Baker family,Cheri Judd,Amy Stash, Tillie Mitchell,  
Mackenzie Fister, Pat Sondgeroth, Linda Kelsey and anyone that I  
could’ve missed—THANK YOU ALL)  
 
Your donations are much appreciated. If at any time, you would like to drop off 
snacks for the team and crew–All I can say is–there’s nothing that goes uneaten.  
 
Thank You All for your prayers and support.  
 
Brenda Savage  
TEC 49 & 50  
Kitchen Lady  
 
bsavage1968@gmail.com  
 
815-341-1654 (call or text)  

KITCHEN NEWS 



Thank you, Wheat Team #233!! Thank you for all your hard work behind the 
scenes and especially for your creativity. The skit at the Hoot was amazing! 
Those involved were: Jonda Maus, (Leader), Toni Edgcomb (Assistant Leader), 
Kris Klieber (Asst. Spiritual Director), Grace Gahan, Regina Garcia, Mia Gross 
Dria Kuntz, Lucy Maus, Naty Villagomez, and Arianna Villava. 
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THANK YOU CLEAN UP HELPERS 

THANK YOU WHEATIES! 

Thank you to all of the TECites and others who came out to Peterstown to help clean up 
after the last TEC on December 8th! Thank you to Jack Maus, Jason Maus, Greg Oseland, 
and Kim & Robin Santman. We all spread out and got the Peterstown Hilton in shape in 
about 2 hours! 

Thank you, Wheat Team #233!! Thank you for all your hard work behind the scenes and espe-
cially for your creativity. The skit at the Hoot was amazing! Those involved were: Jonda Maus, 
(Leader), Toni Edgcomb (Assistant Leader), Kris Klieber (Asst. Spiritual Director), Grace Gahan, 
Regina Garcia, Mia Gross Dria Kuntz, Lucy Maus, Naty Villagomez, and Arianna Villava. 



KEEP PRAYING:  CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU 

S H I N I N G  S O N  

Heart Full of WHEAT 

Is your heart FULL? Is it being called to do some WHEAT? Do you want to experience 
another level of TEC or do a Wheat Team again? Want to step it up and be a leader or as-
sistant leader? Do you want to see our TEC program grow stronger in numbers? If you 
answered yes to any of those questions, then reach out and volunteer to do some WHEAT 
for TEC 234 the weekend of February 28 – March 2 as a member of the Wheat Team. I 
know you really want to pass it on!! Jesus is counting on you! 
 
There are only two team meetings, and the weekend starts on Friday night with a couple 
of hours of prep work. Saturday and Sunday are full days, and Monday wraps up around  
3:00  pm. Friday and Monday could be optional depending on school or work. Flexibility 
may also play a part. 
 
Call Aaron Schmidt at (815) 503-3035 for more info and to volunteer.  

The TEC Council, which includes teens and adults, oversees the financial obligations and general work-
ings of TEC, and are an integral part of the program. 
 
They are (right to left:) Deacon Dan O’Connor, Carly Burke, Laura Knapp, Linda  Hessenberger, Toni 
Edgcomb, Rudy Villagomez, Arianna Villava, Carol McLachlan, Brenda Savage, Jonda Maus, Jason 
Maus, and Kim Santman. Not pictured are Megan Cain, Robert Downey, Randy Edgcomb, Sue Kusek, 
Greg Oseland, Aaron Schmidt, and Jonah Sherman. 

TEC COUNCIL 
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The Peterstown TEC Spiritual Core Team represents the heart and soul of TEC, with the 
Paschal Mystery as its model. Its mission is to listen, discern, and meet the needs of our 
youth and entire TEC movement by being a prayerful example of commitment, continuity, 
and leadership. This team, which is made of the Program's Lay Director, Spiritual Director, 
and Assistant Spiritual Directors, guides the community, provides continuing formation on 
TEC related issues, and encourages continued involvement in the TEC experience and its 
follow-up. 

Meet Our Spiritual Core Team 

They are (left to right): Phil Grant, Kris Klieber, Mary Kunkel, Carol McLachlan, Rachael 
Sherman, Jyll Pozzi, Deacon Dan O’Connor, Kim Santman, Brenda Barnickel, and Jim  
Hoscheid. Not pictured are Tom Heitmann, Steve Kunkel, and Brian Sherman. 
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Pray for the team of TEC#23 as they prepare for the boy’s TEC weekend to be held  
March 1st-3rd. 
 
Pray for all TECites and their families who are suffering from illness, loss of jobs, and 
other stressors of life. May God grace them with his healing touch and give their care-
givers strength and faith. 
 
Remember all prayer requests may also be  
submitted on the Peterstown TEC website at  
https://www.peterstowntec.com. 

PRAYER  

REQUESTS 

CLIP AND SAVE 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 

Please make sure to 
mark your calendar so 
that you don’t miss out 
on all the fun we have 
at the TEC Hilton, 
spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 

Tuesday, February 18th-  

Peterstown TEC Council Meeting 6:00 p.m.  

 

March 1 st – 3 rd- 

Boys TEC #230 Weekend  

 

Thursday, March 6th-  

Core Team Meeting 6:30 p.m.  

 

Sunday, March 9th-  

Follow-up 4:00 p.m.  

 

April 5th-7th-  

Girls TEC #231 Weekend  

 

July 11th –13th- 

TEC Encounter 60th Anniversary, Evansville,     

Indiana 

KEEP PRAYING:  CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU 

S H I N I N G  S O N  

 

The National Catholic Youth Conference met in Indianapolis on November   
20-22. Peterstown TECites Juan Ramirez, Regina Garcia, and Rudy Villago-
mez attended. They stopped in at the booth sponsored by TEC Conference, 
and met up with Executive Director Billy O’Regan and Associate Director 
Dennis Kurtz. 

Tecites at National        

Catholic  

Youth Conference  
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IMPORTANT DATES 

   

 Thursday, February 12th –  
 Core Team Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday, February 17th- 
 Peterstown TEC Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday, February 24th- 
 Peterstown TEC Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 February 28th – March 2nd, 2026–  
 Girls TEC #234 Weekend 
 Tuesday, March 3th- 
 Peterstown TEC Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, March 8th –  
 Follow-up 4:00 p.m. 
 March 14th - 16th –  
 Boys TEC #235 Weekend 
 Sunday, March 22nd –  
 Follow-up 4:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday,. March 25th- 
 Peterstown TEC Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, September 13th –  
          50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PETERSTOWN TEC 

CLIP AND SAVE 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 

Please make sure to mark 
your calendar so that you 
don’t miss out on all the fun 
we have at the TEC Hilton, 
spreading the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. 

SAVE THE DATE 

The first TEC retreat was held at Peterstown in November of 
1976, which means that next year Peterstown TEC will be 
celebrating its 50th anniversary! A committee has formed to 
plan some special activities. Details of the celebration are 
still being worked out, but we know it will be on Sunday, 
September 13, 2026 at Peterstown. More information will be 
shared as the plans develop. Please mark the date on your 
calendar so  you won’t miss out on the fun!  

50th anniversary of Peterstown TEC! 
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Each year, the TEC Conference asks 
local TEC Communities to submit  
nominations for the annual Spirit of 
TEC Award. This award honors   indi-
viduals’ dedication and services to TEC 
on the local or regional level. Those 
who receive it truly exemplify the Spirit 
of TEC and live out the Paschal      
Mystery in their own lives. The Spirit 
of TEC Award for 2024 is presented to 
Doug Clinton.  
The award reads, Doug Clinton has 
been a part of the Peterstown TEC  
family for over 25 years, making his 
first TEC weekend on TEC #43, back 
in 1985, and leading TEC #56 in 1987. 
He did a lot to help build up the TEC 
program over the years, serving on 
more than 20 TEC weekends and serv-
ing as Assistant Spiritual Director for 
16 years. Doug lives out the  Paschal 
Mystery and has demonstrated this to 
his family and faith community by 
serving, not only with TEC, but in nu-
merous ways in his parish and with Illi-
nois Valley Cursillo,    especially with 
prison ministry. He continues to let the 
light of Christ shine to all those around 
him. We are proud to present Doug 
Clinton with the 2025 Spirit of TEC 
Award. 

SPIRIT OF TEC AWARD 

Pray for the team of TEC #234 as they prepare 
for the boy’s weekend to be held  February  28th-
March 2nd. 
 
Pray for all TECites and their families who are 
suffering from illness, loss of jobs, and other 
stressors of life. May God grace them with his 
healing touch and give their caregivers strength 
and faith. 
 
Remember all prayer requests may also be  
submitted on the Peterstown TEC website at  
https://www.peterstowntec.com. 

KEEP PRAYING:  CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU 




