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I hope all of you had a Blessed Holy Week and a 
wonderful Easter Sunday. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thank you to Aaron Schmidt for being our Leader 
for the last Boy’s TEC #235, March 14th weekend. 
Aaron and his team did a wonderful job of welcom-
ing our new candidates and we had a wonderful 
weekend. Fr. Joe Domfe from St. Isidore and Maria 
Church in Mendota was our Weekend Spiritual Advi-
sor. Thank you Fr. Domfe for all of your spiritual 
guidance. This was our last TEC weekend for this 
season. 
We are looking forward to our new candidates com-
ing back in the future and helping out with the TEC 
program in various ways. 
I also want to thank Kim Santman, the Weekend 
Team, Assistant Spiritual Directors, Wheat Team, 
and Kitchen Help for all of their hard work to make 
this past TEC weekend a success. 
 
God Bless, 
Deacon Dan O’Connor 
 
Pope Leo 14th said about this Easter Season: 
“May Christ continue to accompany you and give 
you His Joy and Peace." 

DEACON DAN 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  S H I N I N G  S O N   

LAY DIRECTOR 
I am writing this shortly after Easter, and the scripture readings talk about the 
apostles after Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. It seemed like they 
didn’t know what they should be doing afterwards. They had been so excited to 
be around Jesus, and even though he told them that he was going to die, they 
hadn’t understood. They were not completely sure what they should be doing 
now that Jesus had died. They were afraid, afraid of Roman persecution, afraid 
of the Pharisees. They locked themselves in an upper room. 
 
For me, in a ridiculously small way, it’s a little bit like that after a TEC week-
end. I’m excited about my experience and how I’m going to share my faith with    
others, but then the pressures of the world surround me, I lose confidence, I start 
to think I’m not as good as the speakers I heard at TEC.  I need to keep in mind 
that I may never know the positive impact I’m having on others. 
 
Let me share an example. I was the musician on a TEC weekend. I heard some 
great speakers who inspired me to be more active in my own parish.   I had been 
playing   guitar at church with the choir and organist at one of the Sunday Mass-
es, but there were other Masses that had no music at all, where the priest was 
singing a capella (without musical instruments) to try to get the congregation to 
sing. I, and another  guitar-playing parishioner, met with Father and offered to 
provide guitar music for the Saturday Mass, and eventually he agreed. That was 
over 30 years ago. This Easter Sunday, I was playing guitar and singing at the 
8am Mass. In my silent prayer beforehand, I prayed that my music may be 
pleasing to God and that the music would help bring the congregation closer to 
Jesus. I wasn’t impressed with my performance at Mass. At the vigil Mass the 
night  before, there was a band with an electric guitar, bass guitar, several man-
dolins and a choir. Compared to them, my one acoustic guitar and single voice 
seemed rather thin. But that night, at home, I got a text message from a parish-
ioner, saying “I just wanted to tell you how much we enjoyed the music at 8am 
mass today. Thank you for making the celebration extra nice.” 
 
So, be not afraid. Be open to those opportunities that God is giving you to serve 
him. Let your light shine!! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Kim Santman 
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WELCOME NEW TECITES 

THANK YOU CLEAN UP HELPERS 

Thank you to all of the TECites and others who came out to Peterstown to 
help clean up after the last two TEC weekends!  Thank you to Craig Coss, 
Randy Edgcomb, Jack Maus, Jason Maus, Carol McLachlan, Greg Oseland, 
Chris Powers, Kim & Robin Santman,  Aaron Schmidt, and Bryce Stuepfert. 

Peterstown TEC welcomes 6 new TECites who came for the TEC #234 
Girls Weekend that took place February 28 – March 2. Welcome to the TEC 
Community Litzy Celis, Briza Cervantes, Johana Del Abra, Jana Felton, 
Mareli Penaloza, and Kamilah Preciado. Liz Edgcomb was a new team 
member. 
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T H E  S H I N I N G  S O N   

Peterstown TEC welcomes 3 new TECites who came for the TEC #235 Boys Weekend 
that took place March 14-16. Welcome to the TEC Community Riley Doehling, Alex    
Evans, and Gianni Figueroa. New team members include Fr. Joe Domfe, “Papa” John    
Eilert, and Herb Kaelin. We pray that you keep the JOY and love of the Lord alive in your 
heart that you received on your TEC Encounter with Christ and pass the JOY onto others 
as you go “forth” on your faith journey! 

WELCOME TECITES  
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We didn’t have a newsletter right before TEC #235 so we didn’t get the word out about 
who were team members on TEC #235. Peterstown TEC would like to thank and 
acknowledge the TEC Team of #235. 
They are: 
Peterstown TEC Director- Deacon Dan O’Connor 
Lay Leader- Aaron Schmidt 
Assistant Leaders- Jack Maus, Robert Downey 
Weekend Spiritual Advisor- Fr. Joe Domfe 
Assistant TEC Directors- Phil Grant, Rachael Sherman 
Other Team Members- Jonathan Avila, AJ Cano, Angel Correa, Randy Edgcomb, Toni 
Edgcomb, John Eilert, Ryan Gibertini, Herb Kaelin, Derick Kauffman, Jason Maus, Ken   
Pozzi, Juan Ramirez, Rachael Sherman, and Rudy Villagomez. 

TEC TEAM #235 



T H E  S H I N I N G  S O N   

KITCHEN NEWS 

Ephesians 5:20 

“Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Hello TEC Family, 

I am truly grateful for the opportunity to be part of the TEC community and finishing up my second year. 
It continues to be a meaningful and uplifting experience that touches my heart in ways I will  carry with 
me daily. I would like to sincerely thank everyone who generously donated their time, energy, and of 
course the snacks to the team and candidates. Your kindness and dedication to this program has helped 
make their TEC experience possible and created a welcoming, faith-filled environment for all of us to 
strengthen our love for Christ. It was inspiring to see such selflessness and love throughout this year. 

When we celebrated Easter, we were reminded of Christ’s resurrection and the renewal, and joy it brings 
into our lives. Being part of this journey helped deepen my faith and appreciation for His presence among 
us. Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to be part of something so special.  I am  already look-
ing forward to next year.    

We would like to give a special thanks to:     

 STS Peter and Paul Parish                                                                                                                                 
 The Peru water store for donating ice and water                                                                     
 The Saturday morning prep team                                                                                                          
 Sullivan’s in Mendota for all your help with dinners      
 Sunday morning, waffle and egg breakfast—Cain family                                                                   
 The Knights of Columbus—pork chop dinner                                                                            
 Our Sunday night kitchen crew from washing dishes to serving the meal, to cleaning up.  Monday 
 morning and afternoon Kitchen crew-setting up, serving and cleaning up.  For all of you that have 
 dropped off desserts and snacks.  (Robin Santman, Baker family, Cheri Judd, Amy Stash, Tillie 
 Mitchell, Mackenzie Fister, Pat Sondgeroth, Linda Kelsey and anyone that I could’ve missed—
 THANK YOU ALL.) 

 Your donations are much appreciated.  If at any time, you would like to drop off snacks for the team and 
crew–All I can say is–there’s nothing that goes uneaten. 

Thank You for your prayers and support, 

Brenda Savage      

TEC 49 & 50                                                                                                                                                
Kitchen Lady                                                                                                                                                  
bsavage1968@gmail.com                                                                                                                                           
815-341-1654 (call or text) 
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Thank you, Wheat Team #234!! Thank you for all your hard work behind the scenes 
and especially for your creativity. The skit at the Hoot was amazing! Those involved 
were: Carly Burke, (Leader), Rachael Sherman (Assistant Leader), Steve & Mary 
Kunkel (Asst. Spiritual Directors), and Lucy Maus. 

THANK YOU WHEATIES 

P A G E  6  

For Catholic Schools Week, the 

junior high students at Academy 
of  St. Carlo Acutis donated a huge   
supply of chips, soda, candy, wa-
ter, hand sanitizer, and soap. Brian 
Sherman delivered the goodies, 
and    Brianna Legner, leader  of 
TEC #234, was glad to receive 
them. Thank you so much! 

Donation from  St. Carlo Acutis Students 



T H E  S H I N I N G  S O N   

THANK YOU WHEATIES  
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We Help Everywhere At TEC 

 

Thank you, Wheat Team #235 for helping everywhere!! 
Those involved were: Jonda Maus (Leader), Dria Kunz 
(Assistant Leader), Brenda Barnickel (Asst. Spiritual Direc-
tor), Holly Brown, Lena Brown, Regina Garcia, Joan 
Schmidt, and Jonathan Schmidt. 



KEEP PRAYING:  CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU 

Pray for the team of TEC#232 as they prepare for the boy’s TEC weekend to be held 
April 5-7. 
 
Pray for all TECites and their families who are suffering from illness, loss of jobs, and 
other stressors of life. May God grace them with his healing touch and give their care-
givers strength and faith. 
 
Remember all prayer requests may also be  
submitted on the Peterstown TEC website at  
https://www.peterstowntec.com. 

T H E  S H I N I N G  S O N   

KEEP PRAYING:  CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU 

Pray for the TEC teams that are preparing for 
future TEC weekends and  for the team prepar-
ing to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Peter-
stown TEC. 
 
Pray for all TECites and their families who are 
suffering from illness, loss of jobs, and other 
stressors of life. May God grace them with his 
healing touch and give their caregivers strength 
and faith. 
 
Remember all prayer requests may also be  
submitted on the Peterstown TEC website at  
https://www.peterstowntec.com. 

PRAYER  

REQUESTS 

CLIP AND SAVE 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 

Please make sure to 
mark your calendar so 
that you don’t miss out 
on all the fun we have 
at the TEC Hilton, 
spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 

Tuesday, April 28th –  

Peterstown TEC Council Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, September 13th –  

50th anniversary of Peterstown TEC! 

October 17-19 –  

Girls TEC #236 Weekend 

November 21-23 – 

 Boys TEC #237 Weekend 

February 27- March 1, 2027 – 

 Girls TEC #238 Weekend 

March 13-15 – 

 Boys TEC #239 Weekend 
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SAVE THE DATE: 

The first TEC retreat was held at Peterstown in November 
of 1976, which means that this year Peterstown TEC will 
be celebrating its 50th anniversary! A committee has 
formed to plan some special activities. Details of the cele-
bration are still being worked out, but we know it will be 
on Sunday, September 13 at Peterstown. More information 
will be shared as the plans develop. Please mark the date 
on your calendar so you won’t miss out on the fun! 




